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5th grade Mathematics Considerations from Achieve the Core/CCSSO 
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● What should we make of standards that have an important prerequisite that needs to be addressed, but a reduction in instructional time is also 

recommended? These considerations should be weighed together, along with the needs of your group of students. For example, the time spent on a 

standard might be reduced from five days to three days by de-emphasizing one part of the standard, but prior-grade needs might be addressed within 

the first lesson through strategic choice of tasks. 

Category Meaning Example Actions to take 

Address before 
grade-level 
instruction 

Without this prior knowledge, 
students most likely do not have a 
way to access the grade-level 
standard. 

A 7th-grader who has not learned how to divide positive fractions 
(6.NS.A.1) needs to build that understanding before beginning to 
divide negative fractions (7.NS.A.2c). 

Students may require dedicated instruction on prerequisite 
standards before the grade level instruction is taught. (Not every 
standard needs its own full lesson; multiple standards may be 
addressed at once, or a standard might be taught as a short 
mini-lesson.) 

Address within 
grade-level 
instruction 

Students will have an entry point into 
grade-level content, but will benefit 
from instruction that weaves in this 
prior-grade content. 

A 4th-grader who struggles with recalling multiplication facts 
(3.OA.C.7) can still access grade-level, multi-step application 
problems (4.OA.A.3) when given a multiplication table, but will 
need small doses of continued support to attain fluency. 

Individual tasks or strategies from these standards can be 
incorporated into grade-level lessons to address important 
content that was missed in the prior grade. 

 

See Complete K-8 Documents here: 

2020–21 Priority Instructional Content from Achieve the Core 
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/2020%E2%80%9321%20Priority%20Instructional%20Content%20in%20ELA%20Literacy%20and%20Mathematics_Ju
ne%202020.pdf 
Math Important prerequisite skills list from CCSSO: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mcApF1n7sPI7XsrIx29Ab_tmAAvne4A-VuJKSWb_qSg/edit 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fachievethecore.org%2Fcontent%2Fupload%2F2020%25E2%2580%259321%2520Priority%2520Instructional%2520Content%2520in%2520ELA%2520Literacy%2520and%2520Mathematics_June%25202020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cdebbie.waggoner%40fayette.kyschools.us%7C55fc0d5226e84748394108d829fc1830%7C1cd28031be664a2aa9ce97358c52323e%7C0%7C0%7C637305510012136220&sdata=RE8YAJQU7l3vORQKgW3O6Hp6MYd7oPtgLFgPJ%2FDQw1I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fachievethecore.org%2Fcontent%2Fupload%2F2020%25E2%2580%259321%2520Priority%2520Instructional%2520Content%2520in%2520ELA%2520Literacy%2520and%2520Mathematics_June%25202020.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cdebbie.waggoner%40fayette.kyschools.us%7C55fc0d5226e84748394108d829fc1830%7C1cd28031be664a2aa9ce97358c52323e%7C0%7C0%7C637305510012136220&sdata=RE8YAJQU7l3vORQKgW3O6Hp6MYd7oPtgLFgPJ%2FDQw1I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1mcApF1n7sPI7XsrIx29Ab_tmAAvne4A-VuJKSWb_qSg%2Fedit&data=02%7C01%7Cdebbie.waggoner%40fayette.kyschools.us%7C55fc0d5226e84748394108d829fc1830%7C1cd28031be664a2aa9ce97358c52323e%7C0%7C0%7C637305510012126232&sdata=BcCX%2Bk3fEWkchgneVa2DZTbPnFhAGkJrDl8EBQccgTM%3D&reserved=0

