
NL
Low – I use 

words only.

NM
Mid – I use 

lists & 

memorized 

phrases.

I can talk 

about very 

familiar 

topics.

NH
High – I use 

sentences & 

phrases.

I’m starting 

to create 

with the 

language. I 

can ask & 

answer some 

simple 

questions.

IL
Low – I use 

complete 

sentences.

I can ask and 

answer simple 

questions.

I can have a 

conversation 

about 

everyday 

topics. 

IM
Mid – I string 

together 

sentences.

I can ask and 

answer 

questions to 

start and 

continue a 

conversation.

I can handle 

a simple 

transaction.

IH
High –I use 

sentences 

with 

connectors 

to create 

original 

sentences. 

I’m starting 

to 

communicat

e about 

more than 

just the “here 

and now”

AL
Low – I use 

basic 

paragraphs.

I can narrate 

and describe 

in all major 

time frames 

with some 

errors. 

I can 

participate in 

conversations 

in most 

informal and 

some formal 

situations.

AM
Mid – I use 

organized and 

detailed 

paragraphs. 

I can ask & 

answer 

questions that 

go beyond 

basic details.

I can narrate 

and describe 

in all major 

time frames.

I can handle  

complications. 

AH
High – I’m 

starting to use 

extended 

discourse.

I’m starting to 

hypothesize 

and support 

my opinions 

on global 

topics.

I’m starting to 

discuss topics 

more 

abstractly, 

especially 

those topics 

that are highly 

interesting to 

me. 

Novice

Intermediate

AdvancedThe Track to Proficiency
What can you DO with the language?

I will win this race and 

my mom will be proud. 

She took me to my first 

lesson when I was 8.

Do you like 

horses? I like to 

ride fast horses.
I like horses.
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