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Grade 6 Standard Benchmark 1
Read the two selections. Then, choose the best answer to each question.
Selection 1: Armadillo Rescue
(Realistic Short Story)
1	Gina studied the waters as she and her father paddled a kayak along the street in their neighborhood. The hurricane had flooded the roads in the area to about chest-high, and Gina was shocked by the neighborhood’s transformation. A chair floated by, followed by some sodden wooden planks. As they slid past a submerged house, an unexpected movement above the water line caught Gina’s eye.
2	“Dad, what do you think that is?” She pointed at something small and gray, clinging to the top of a floating dresser. They both squinted to see better, as the overcast sky didn’t provide much light.
3	“I’m not sure, but let’s find out. It might be someone’s pet,” he said.
4	They adjusted their course toward the dresser. As they neared, Gina saw that the creature, which was the wrong shape to be a cat or dog, looked like it was wearing armor.
[image: An armadillo stands on the ground surrounded by leaves and twigs. It has a pointed snout and an armored body and tail.]
 5	“Well, that’s not what I expected,” her father said. “It’s an armadillo.”
 6	“What’s it doing out here?” Gina asked. As they drew nearer, they could see it was frantically circling the top of the dresser.
 7	“Its burrow must have flooded,” her dad said.
  8	They drew the kayak up beside the dresser, bumping into it gently. The armadillo went rigid. As if a stage magician had waved his wand, its feet suddenly disappeared under its armored body.
  9	Gina’s father reached out and scooped the creature up. Gina expected the armadillo to kick and squirm, maybe even to try to bite, but it hung limp in her father’s hands as if it were dead.
10	“Let’s get you out of here,” her father said in a soothing voice.
11	Gina turned to watch her dad place the armadillo in his lap and saw that it still wasn’t moving. 
12	“Do you think it’s sick or dying?” Gina asked, suddenly afraid they had arrived too late.
13	Her father smiled and shook his head. “I think the hurricane scared it, and now it’s scared of us too. Let’s get it back to high ground.”
14	Gina reversed the kayak’s direction, and they headed slowly back to their starting point, taking care to keep their new passenger at ease. Gina watched the creature more than she watched the water. She found both its appearance and utter stillness fascinating, and she was still a bit worried that her father was wrong about it being healthy.
15	When they reached the muddy hill, Gina climbed out of the kayak and pulled the boat onto the land as her father guided it with the paddle. Then he lifted the armadillo and carefully stepped out of the kayak onto the bank. Once they were away from the water’s edge, he placed the armadillo onto the grass and let it go. The armadillo had barely touched the ground when its little legs emerged, and it bolted from them at top speed. Gina watched it disappear into the tall grass with a sigh of relief.


Selection 2: A.A.R.M.adillo
(Science-Fiction Short Story)
  1	Tethered to her family’s RealSpace pod by a sturdy nanofiber cable, Gee-al floated amid warm space debris. Broken cargo containers, chunks of hull, wires, and even an occasional personal MemoryPad floated by her in a steady stream. The debris had pulled loose from a space freighter after its collision with an asteroid a week or so ago. The freighter ran on autopilot, with no crew to take charge of the cargo it carried. Now, anyone who helped rescue the freighter’s cargo could claim salvage rights—payment from the owners for restoring their property.
  2	Light from a nearby sun beat down on Gee-al’s left side, while the utter cold of space chilled her right. It didn’t matter much to her. Her suit automatically adjusted to keep the temperature inside comfortable and to screen out the most intense light. As she floated, she studied the stream of debris intently. 
  3	Gee-al wasn’t old enough to participate directly in salvage work. Tagging items for retrieval required some pretty tricky maneuvering on a propulsor sled. And hooking up the tackle used to tow the tagged item required a good amount of physical strength. What she was old enough to do, though, was to look for valuable items floating by and call them out to her dad. She thought she was pretty good at it, too. Once, she had spotted an antique psi-helmet in an abandoned garbage ship. Her dad said that the psi-helmet alone paid for a month’s supply of NutriBoost.
  4	Suddenly, Gee-al noticed a flicker out of the corner of her eye. She hadn’t paid much attention to the giant solar panel floating by on her left. The whitish cracks indicated that it had burned out long ago. Something was moving across one of the panel’s support arms, though. 
  5	“Dad,” Gee-al said into her comm. “I saw something moving—can you come by?”
  6	“Give me a sec,” said her dad over her suit radio. “I’ll be over just as soon as I hook this ionizer. 
Set your beacon, will you, Gee-Gee?”
  7	“Roger that,” said Gee-al, turning on the suit transmitter that beamed out her coordinates on the family frequency. In a minute or so, her dad flew into view, standing slightly crouched on his propulsor sled, like a surfer on a surfboard. 
  8	“Okay, so what did you see?”
  9	“It was there,” said Gee-al. “Something moving, fast, but not far.” 
10	“Okay, pal, scoot on over to my sled. Let’s take a ride.” Gee-al strapped in behind her dad, and he maneuvered over to the panel. 
11	“Not sure I see anything, Gee-Gee. Are you sure you weren’t dozing off a little?”
12	“No, dad, I—there, there!” said Gee-al, pointing excitedly. She had seen it again. Only this time, 
she could make out a tiny silvery cone, poking out from the shadows on the panel. The cone was attached to a round silvery body. Gee-al thought of a picture she had once seen of an armadillo, 
a creature from back on Earth.
13	“You know, I think I see it, too. Here, let’s get in closer.”
14	As her father steered the sled into position, Gee-al reached over to see if she could touch whatever it was hiding in the corner of the panel. The sled bobbed up and down as she shifted her balance.
15	“Hey, pal, let’s not work at cross-purposes here. Let me dock before you start squirming around all over the place.”
16	“There!” said Gee-al, pointing.
17	“Well, I’ll be,” said her dad. “That must be one of those A.A.R.M.adillos. ‘Alien-Attuned Robotic Mousers.’ Back in the day, freighters carried them to handle the deep-space glitchies.” Gee-al knew that glitchies, an energy-based life form, could infest a freighter and in weeks suck all the power out of it. These days, vessels used a special kind of force field to keep the glitchies out.
18	“Oh, it’s so cute! Here, little mouser.” Gee-al held out her hand, trying to beckon the creature. The machine poked its little conical frontal sensor out of its hiding spot and for all the world looked as if it was trying to sniff her.
19	“Now, hang on, pal. If this little scrapheap is an A.A.R.M.adillo, then that’s another week of fuel right there. We can’t keep it—we need the funds.”
20	“But Dad—”
21	“I’m sorry, pal. It’s cute and all. But I’ve got a ship to run and mouths to feed.”
22	Gee-al sighed. She knew she needed to be responsible and mature to help out. But life on the family ship could get lonely sometimes. A cute little pet might be just what she needed—even if it was just a robot.
1. 	In Selection 1, Gina’s conflict is resolved when—
A. she discovers that the thing she spotted is an armadillo.
B. her father successfully picks up the armadillo.
C. her father tells her the armadillo is only scared.
D. the armadillo runs away on the hill.
2. 	Which evidence BEST supports the answer to number 1?
A. The armadillo barely touches the ground.
B. The armadillo uses its “little legs” to run away.
C. Gina watches the armadillo go into the grass.
D. Gina sighs in relief once the armadillo disappears.

3.	What is the best summary of Selection 1?
A. Gina and her father are kayaking through their neighborhood, which was flooded by a recent hurricane. Gina spots a stranded armadillo. She and her father rescue the armadillo and release it on dry land.
B. Gina and her father are kayaking when they spot a stranded armadillo. Gina’s father rescues the armadillo. It seems sick or dead, but it recovers when they set it free.
C. Gina and her father are kayaking after a flood. They see debris float by. On one piece of debris, there is an armadillo. Gina’s father picks it up. When they are finished kayaking, he lets it go on a hill.
D. Gina and her father are kayaking on a river in their neighborhood. They find a stranded armadillo and help it return to shore.
4.	In Selection 1, the author tells the story using third-person limited point of view. Which answer best explains the effect of this choice?
A. The author does not directly present anyone’s thoughts and feelings, so readers feel as if they are learning objective facts about armadillos.
B. The author directly presents only Gina’s father’s thoughts and feelings, so readers can see how much he knows about armadillos.
C. The author directly presents the thoughts and feelings of both Gina and her father, so readers can see how well they get along.
D. The author directly presents only Gina’s thoughts and feelings, so readers feel as if they are living through events with her.
5.	Which evidence from Selection 1 BEST shows that Gina’s father is concerned about the armadillo?
A. “. . .that’s not what I expected. . .” (paragraph 5)
B. “. . . her father said in a soothing voice.” (paragraph 10)
C. “. . . worried that her father was wrong. . .” (paragraph 14)
D. “. . . her father guided it with the paddle.” (paragraph 15)

6.	Read the following sentences from Paragraph 4 of Selection 2. 
She hadn’t paid much attention to the giant solar panel floating by on her left. The whitish cracks indicated that it had burned out long ago.
	Which inference is BEST supported by these sentences?
A. Gee-al knows a good deal about solar panels.
B. Solar panels are no longer used in Gee-al’s time.
C. Outer space is a dangerous place for Gee-al to be.
D. Gee-al should be more aware of her surroundings.


7.	Which theme is best suggested by Paragraphs 19–22 of Selection 2?
A. Families sometimes quarrel about things that are not very important.
B. Growing up sometimes means doing without things we wish for.
C. People can discover new things by keeping their eyes open.
D. Adopting a new pet can be a challenging experience.
8.	Which statement is the most accurate comparison of Selection 1 and Selection 2?
A. Selections 1 and 2 take place in different environments, so they have little in common.
B. Selection 1 is a realistic story, so the characters’ reactions are believable. Selection 2 is not a realistic story, so the characters’ reactions are not believable.
C. Selection 2 is science fiction, so the characters know a lot about science. Selection 1 is not science fiction, so the characters understand less about science.
D. Selections 1 and 2 take place in different environments, but both show how a young person quickly comes to care about an unfamiliar creature she meets.
9.	What does the text convey about the characters' emotions during the rescue that the image of the armadillo does not?
A. The text shows Gina’s worry about the armadillo’s health.
B. The text explains the father’s knowledge about the armadillo’s behavior.
C. The text describes the initial confusion over what the creature is.
D. The text conveys the father’s gentle handling of the armadillo.
10.	How do the realistic short story "Armadillo Rescue" and the science-fiction short 		story "A.A.R.M.adillo" approach the theme of compassion and the desire to protect 		and care for vulnerable beings differently?
A. "Armadillo Rescue" focuses on the immediate emotional response to a natural disaster, while "A.A.R.M.adillo" emphasizes the practical aspects of rescuing valuable items in space.
B. "Armadillo Rescue" portrays a young girl’s fear and concern for an animal in a natural disaster, whereas "A.A.R.M.adillo" highlights a child’s curiosity and desire for companionship with a robotic creature in space.
C. "Armadillo Rescue" presents the challenges of surviving a natural disaster and rescuing an animal, while "A.A.R.M.adillo" depicts the futuristic scenario of rescuing a valuable robotic creature in space.
D. "Armadillo Rescue" shows the bond between a father and daughter during a rescue, whereas "A.A.R.M.adillo" focuses on the technical difficulties of space salvage.





11.	How does the plot of "A.A.R.M.adillo" unfold in a series of episodes, and how does the main character respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution?
A. The main character starts by exploring the space station alone, encounters the robotic armadillo, and gradually befriends and protects it, showing increased empathy and resourcefulness.
B. The main character begins the story with a mission to dismantle old robots, and despite various technical difficulties, remains focused on the mission without any change in attitude or behavior.
C. The main character encounters the robotic armadillo early in the story, becomes frightened, and spends the rest of the plot trying to escape from it without any development in character.
D. The main character starts with a strong dislike for robots but gradually becomes more resentful and isolated as the plot progresses, culminating in the decision to destroy the robotic armadillo.
12.	How does the author of "Armadillo Rescue" develop Gina’s perspective throughout the story?
A. The author uses Gina’s internal monologue to reveal her growing sense of responsibility and empathy towards the armadillo.
B. The author only uses dialogue between Gina and her father to show her changing feelings about the rescue.
C. The author focuses solely on descriptive language about the environment to reflect Gina’s emotional journey.
D. The author relies on the father’s point of view to show how Gina feels about the armadillo.





Read the selections. Then, choose the best answer to each question.
Selection 1: Stage Fright
(Informational Text—Memoir)
by Mark Twain
1	My heart goes out in sympathy to anyone who is making his first appearance before an audience of human beings. By a direct process of memory I go back forty years, less one month—for I’m older than I look.
2	I recall the occasion of my first appearance. San Francisco knew me then only as a reporter, and 
I was to make my bow to San Francisco as a lecturer. I knew that nothing short of compulsion would get me to the theater. So I bound myself by a hard-and-fast contract so that I could not escape. I got to the theater forty-five minutes before the hour set for the lecture. My knees were shaking so that 
I didn’t know whether I could stand up. If there is an awful, horrible malady in the world, it is stage fright—and seasickness. They are a pair. I had stage fright then for the first and last time. I was only seasick once, too. It was on a little ship on which there were two hundred other passengers. 
I—was—sick. I was so sick that there wasn’t any left for those other two hundred passengers.
Selection 2: from Mark Twain
(Informational Text—Eyewitness Account)
by Archibald Henderson
		This text is adapted from an eyewitness account of Mark Twain’s first public lecture.
1	The sign announcing the lecture read—“Doors open at 7. The Trouble will begin at 8.” For three days, Mark had been in a state of frightful suspense. Once his lecture had seemed humorous; but as the day approached, he decided it was the worst thing he had ever written. He was so panic-stricken that he persuaded three of his friends to shout and clap whenever they heard something that sounded like a joke.
2	At the start of the lecture, Twain was indeed the most nervous human I’d ever seen. I thought he might be about to lose his lunch—and that made me nervous myself. I’m already a jittery guy. But once he got going, it was like he was born to it. And then I re-laxed, too! He was the funniest person I’ve ever heard. The only unfortunate part of the evening is that his friends went a little overboard and laughed even at a more serious point in the lecture, but Twain handled it in stride.
13.	What does the author of selection 1 say that suggests he was able to overcome his stage fright?
A. “My heart goes out in sympathy to anyone who is making his first appearance before an audience of human beings.”
B. “I knew that nothing short of compulsion would get me to the theater.”
C. “I had stage fright then for the first and last time.”
D. “I was so sick that there wasn’t any left for those other two hundred passengers.”


14.	What is the central idea of selection 1?
A. Stage fright is an unpleasant feeling.
B. The first time on a stage should be during youth.
C. People who experience stage fright should avoid giving lectures.
D. Stage fright is actually wonderful because it provides such great stories.

15.	How did Mark Twain's feelings change once he began his lecture?
A. He became even more nervous and struggled to speak.
B. He remained panicked and unable to deliver his material effectively.
C. He seemed to lose his nervousness and delivered a memorable performance.
D. He became increasingly frustrated with his friends' behavior.

16.	How is the central idea of overcoming stage fright reflected in the passage?
A. By showcasing Mark Twain's talent for comedy and entertaining his audience.
B. By describing Twain's initial panic and self-doubt before his lecture.
C. By highlighting Twain's ability to handle unexpected situations with grace.
D. By detailing the support Twain received from his friends during the lecture.
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