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Grade 8 Standard Benchmark 1
Read the selections. Then, choose the best answer to each question.
Cassie and Luna
1	SCENE 2: (The company cafeteria. Employees crowd most of the tables in the middle, lost in their phones or chatting enthusiastically, sharing jokes or photos, laughing and carrying on. CASSIE sits alone at a table in the corner. She is shy and hesitant, with light brown hair and a nervous look.)
2	LUNA (approaching CASSIE’s table, a little hesitant): Uh, hello, uh—Cassie, was it?
3	CASSIE (looking up nervously as she flinches away): Yes, that’s right. (a pause while she remembers) And you’re the new hire. (pause) The salad bar is that way.
4	LUNA (laughing): Oh, that’s all right, I packed my own lunch today. I didn’t stop at your table for directions, I just, I just thought, you know, I don’t know anyone here yet, and here you are sitting alone and here I am without a lunch partner and we are on the same team, after all, so I . . . (CASSIE looks down shyly and gives no sign of encouragement. LUNA stops short, now nervous, her friendly introduction grinding to a halt.)
5	CASSIE (relaxing a little as she takes in the full picture, and now more confident): Don’t worry. You’ll do all right here. Three months will go by, no lunch partners—except maybe Ravi, who’s friends with everyone—no big hello’s in the hall, just the daily grind, and then suddenly one day Karl in Accounts or Lispeth in Travel will invite you to join the gang at one of the big tables over there. You’ll have passed whatever mysterious test of social acceptability the group has, and the rest will be smooth sailing.
6	LUNA (uttering a short, bewildered laugh): Well, you certainly seem to, to have it all figured out, Cassie! Maybe you should tell me when I will get my first raise, too!
7	CASSIE (serious now): Trust me. I am always right about these things. (catching LUNA’s disbelieving expression) That’s not a boast, believe me. Being right is more like a curse than a blessing.
8	LUNA (a little sarcastic): And where do you get this gift of yours?
9	CASSIE: I spend a lot of time on my own, so I do a lot of thinking. And I watch people. But nobody ever believes me when I tell them what I see. Probably for the same reason—I spend a lot of time on my own, so they don’t trust me. Hey, here’s another one for you—any minute now, one of our thoughtful colleagues is going to stop by this table to ensure that I am not freaking you out.
10	RAVI (in line with his tray, looking at CASSIE and LUNA and speaking to a friend): Uh-oh, I’d better go rescue the new hire from Cassie! See you at the meeting. (walking toward LUNA and CASSIE and approaching the table with his tray in hand) Hi, Luna! Ravi, that’s me—we met in training this morning. You’re the new hire. (looking at CASSIE) And I see you’ve met our wet blanket in residence. 
11	CASSIE (rolling her eyes): And you’re here to rescue Luna from my negativity, I suppose?

12	RAVI: Lighten up, Cassie! I don’t think Luna needs rescuing—where would you get that idea? OK, guys, I know you are just dying to invite me to have lunch with you, but I’m afraid I’ll have to say—oh, all right! Why not! (He sits down at the table, motioning to LUNA to do the same.)
13	(LUNA takes a seat, relieved by the sincere, welcoming warmth of RAVI’s manner. CASSIE makes no objection, and the three begin to eat their lunch.)
14	LUNA (trying to keep the tone light): So, Ravi, do you know what Cassie predicted for me?
15	RAVI: Sure do—same thing I predicted: You’re not going to be able to finish that delicious-looking sandwich, so you’re going to give half of it to me!
16	(LUNA laughs, appreciative and now thoroughly at ease.)
17	CASSIE (smiling despite herself): Always the charmer, Ravi. That’s why I like you, and that’s why I am going to warn you again that the deal with Trojan Horse, Inc., you’ve been working on is bad news.
18	RAVI (holding up his hands in mock surrender): Okay, okay, you win—I’ll drop the deal, as long as I can have your dessert!



1.	In paragraphs 10–12 convey dramatic irony. Which is the best analysis of this irony and its effect on the audience?
A. Irony: The audience knows that Cassie has predicted Ravi’s “rescue” attempt, but Ravi does not.
Effect: The effect is humorous because Ravi denies his intentions even though they are obvious to Cassie.
B. Irony: The audience knows that Luna does not want to be “rescued,” but Ravi thinks she does.
Effect: The effect is humorous because Ravi’s effort to help makes the situation worse.
C. Irony: The audience knows that Cassie has predicted Ravi’s “rescue” attempt, but Ravi does not.
Effect: The effect is suspenseful because the audience wonders whether Cassie and Ravi will have a serious quarrel.
D. Irony: The audience knows that Luna does not want to be “rescued,” but Ravi thinks she does.
Effect: The effect is suspenseful because the audience wonders whether Luna will accuse Ravi of meddling.

2.	Which inference about Ravi is best supported by details in the passage?
A. Ravi sits with Cassie and Luna because he wants to share their food.
B. Ravi sits with Cassie and Luna because he wants Luna to feel welcome on her first day.
C. Ravi sits with Cassie and Luna because he wants Cassie’s advice on his deal with Trojan Horse, Inc.
D. Ravi sits with Cassie and Luna because he wants to know what Cassie has told Luna about their company.
3. 	Which two details most strongly support the answer to number 2?
A. Detail 1 I spend a lot of time on my own, so they don’t trust me. (paragraph 9)
Detail 2 He sits down at the table, motioning to LUNA to do the same. (paragraph 12)
B. Detail 1 And I see you’ve met our wet blanket in residence. (paragraph 10)
Detail 2 LUNA takes a seat, relieved by the sincere, welcoming warmth of RAVI’s manner. (paragraph 13)
C. Detail 1 You’re not going to be able to finish that delicious-looking sandwich, so you’re going to give half of it to me! (paragraph 15)
Detail 2 Okay, okay, you win—I’ll drop the deal, as long as I can have your dessert! (paragraph 18)
D. Detail 1 . . . that deal with Trojan Horse, Inc., you’ve been working on is bad news. (paragraph 17)
Detail 2 Okay, okay, you win—I’ll drop the deal, as long as I can have your dessert! (paragraph 18)

4. 	Which of these details should a good summary leave out?
A. Luna is a new employee at the company.
B. Ravi thinks Luna’s sandwich looks delicious.
C. Cassie believes she is correct in her predictions.
D. Ravi’s conversation makes Luna feel more comfortable.

5. 	Which statement best expresses a theme of the passage?
A. A good friend is always truthful.
B. Honesty is the foundation of trust.
C. People do not always want the facts.
D. Being feared is better than being liked.

6.	How does Cassie’s dialogue in paragraphs 3–7 contribute to the conflict in the story?
A. It causes Luna to distrust Ravi. 
B. It makes Luna want to quit her job. 
C. It suggests that Luna does not belong.
D. It makes Luna increasingly uncomfortable.


7. 	Review these drawings, which show a film version of the scene from the passage.
[image: Seven film stills. Still 1. An overhead view of people seated at tables in a cafeteria. Still 2. A straight-on view of Cassie seated at a table alone on the far side of the room. Luna walks between crowded tables carrying a lunch tray toward Cassie seated alone. Still 3. A straight-on view of  Cassie seated alone at the table, closer than the previous shot. She looks up at her food and stares straight ahead with a nervous look on her face. Still 4. A side-on view of Luna standing on one side of the table facing Cassie seated on the other side. Closer than the previous shot. Luna laughs as she talks to Cassie. Cassie listens with her arms folded across her chest. Still 5. A close-up view of Cassie’s face as she talks with a slightly annoyed look on her face. Still 6. A split screen view shows a close-up of Luna’s face on one side and a close-up of Cassie’s face on the other side. Luna has a worried, doubtful look on her face. Cassie has a serious look on her face. Still 7. A side-on view of the table as Ravi approaches with a tray in his hand and a smile on his face. Luna and Cassie both look at him as he speaks.]
Which is a point where the film departs from the written script?
A. In the script, Cassie is described as shy and hesitant, but in the film version, she looks tough.
B. In the script, the scene is set in a restaurant, but in the film version it is set in a company cafeteria.
C. In the script, Cassie is sitting with others in the cafeteria when Luna approaches her, but in the film version, she sits alone. 
D. In the script, Ravi joins Luna only and suggests that they eat lunch together, but in the film version, he joins both Luna and Cassie.

8. 	How does the interaction between Cassie and Luna in paragraphs 2–7 propel the 
	action and reveal aspects of their characters?
A. The interaction shows Cassie’s isolation and Luna’s willingness to reach out, which sets the stage for their developing relationship.
B. The interaction reveals Luna's impatience with her new job, prompting her to consider quitting.
C. Cassie’s predictions about workplace social dynamics make Luna distrustful of Ravi, creating tension.
D. Cassie’s refusal to engage with Luna causes Luna to feel unwelcome, leading to Luna’s decision to seek out a different lunch partner.
9. 	How does the playwright's point of view influence the portrayal of Cassie?
A. The playwright presents Cassie as a confident and popular employee, highlighting her social skills and influence in the company.
B. The playwright portrays Cassie as isolated and misunderstood, emphasizing her prophetic insights and the resulting social challenges.
C. The playwright shows Cassie as indifferent and detached, focusing on her lack of interest in her colleagues and work.
D. The playwright depicts Cassie as antagonistic and confrontational, showcasing her frequent disputes with coworkers.
10. 	In a film adaptation of the passage, the director chose to set the scene in a cozy, quiet café instead of a bustling company cafeteria. How does this change affect the portrayal of Cassie's character compared to the original script?
A. It makes Cassie appear more approachable and less isolated, altering the original portrayal of her as a solitary and misunderstood figure.
B. It emphasizes Cassie's role as a central figure in a busy social environment, reinforcing her popularity and confidence.
C. It highlights the tension between Cassie and Luna, making their interaction seem more confrontational and less friendly.
D. It shifts the focus from Cassie's social predictions to her professional competence, changing the original emphasis on her unique insights and isolation.






















Read the selection. Then, choose the best answer to each question.
Frank Lloyd Wright: Influential Architect
1		Frank Lloyd Wright considered himself one of the greatest architects of all time. Not everyone agrees with this assessment. However, most people recognize his great influence on modern American architecture.
2		Born in Wisconsin in 1867, Wright grew up in a family that often had trouble making ends meet. He attended the University of Wisconsin but left early for Chicago, where the Great Fire of 1871 created many opportunities in the building trade. After working for several firms, he eventually landed a job at the company in which Louis Sullivan, a famous pioneer of modern architecture, was a partner. (Sullivan was an important contributor to the design of modern skyscrapers.) Wright remained there for several years, often quarreling with colleagues, before proceeding to establish his own architecture firm where he could experiment with his own ideas and style.
3		Wright’s “Prairie style” is very modern, and his buildings often suggest the wide expanse of the American plains. These projects inspired other architects to think of space in a new way. They began to design rooms in a building not as separate spaces but as a flowing whole.
4		Although his “Prairie style” is considered his best, some of Wright’s more famous designs show other influences. The Guggenheim Museum in New York City, for example, features a large spiral that contrasts with its urban surroundings. Another of Wright’s buildings, Fallingwater in rural Pennsylvania, is built over a waterfall and blends seamlessly into its wooded, natural environment.
	

11. 	Which of these details should a good summary of this passage leave out?
A. the acknowledgment that Wright is an influence on other architects
B. mention of the fact that Wright worked in Chicago
C. reference to Louis Sullivan’s work on skyscrapers
D. the use of the architectural term “Prairie style”
12. 	Which statement best expresses the central idea of the passage?
A. Frank Lloyd Wright was an innovative and influential modern American architect.
B. Frank Lloyd Wright grew up in poverty but with talent and luck became rich.
C. Frank Lloyd Wright thought himself a genius and had trouble getting along with others.
D. Frank Lloyd Wright is best known for breaking the rules of architecture.

13. 	What quotation from the passage most clearly supports the answer to number 12?
A. “Frank Lloyd Wright considered himself one of the greatest architects of all time.” (paragraph 1)
B. “However, most people recognize his great influence on modern American architecture.” (paragraph 1)
C. “. . . Wright grew up in a family that often had trouble making ends meet.” (paragraph 2)
D. “Wright remained there for several years, often quarreling with colleagues. . . .” (paragraph 2)

14. 	How does the author use supporting details to develop the central idea throughout the passage?
A. The author presents interesting anecdotes about Wright.
B. The author describes important examples of Wright’s work.
C. The author tells stories of personal experiences with Wright.
D. The author includes quotations from experts on Wright’s work.

15. 	Read the following sentences from paragraph 3 of the text.
These projects inspired other architects to think of space in a new way. They began to design rooms in a building not as separate spaces but as a flowing whole.
How do these sentences refine the idea that Wright’s ideas were innovative?
A. They explain where Wright and other architects got their new ideas.
B. They describe the buildings that Wright and other architects designed.
C. They give details about one way Wright’s ideas were new and influential.
D. They suggest Wright was influenced by other architects to design in new ways.







16. 	Which option best describes the way the writer organizes and connects ideas?
A. The writer uses chronological order in paragraph 2 to relate events in Wright’s life. The writer then uses cause and effect in paragraphs 3 and 4 to discuss Wright’s various styles.
B. The writer uses chronological order in paragraph 2 to relate events in Wright’s life. The writer then uses comparison and contrast in paragraphs 3 and 4 to discuss Wright’s various styles.
C. The writer uses comparison and contrast in paragraph 2 to relate events in Wright’s life. The writer then uses comparison and contrast in paragraphs 3 and 4 to discuss Wright’s various styles.
D. The writer uses comparison and contrast in paragraph 2 to relate events in Wright’s life. The writer then uses cause and effect in paragraphs 3 and 4 to discuss Wright’s various styles.

17. 	Based on "Frank Lloyd Wright: Influential Architect," what can be inferred about Wright's impact on modern architecture?
A. Wright’s designs were only influential in residential architecture, having minimal impact on commercial buildings.
B. Wright’s architectural principles were largely ignored during his lifetime but gained popularity posthumously.
C. Wright’s innovative use of materials and integration with the natural environment revolutionized architectural design.
D. Wright’s architectural style was considered outdated by his contemporaries, limiting his influence on future architects.

18. 	In "Frank Lloyd Wright: Influential Architect," how does the author’s perspective on Wright's contributions to architecture influence the portrayal of his work, and how does the author address differing viewpoints?
A. The author portrays Wright’s work as overrated, acknowledging that some critics felt his designs were impractical and unappealing.
B. The author highlights Wright’s revolutionary impact on architecture, addressing critics by emphasizing his lasting influence and innovative ideas despite any initial resistance.
C. The author presents Wright’s contributions as minimal, focusing on the negative aspects of his projects and dismissing any positive viewpoints.
D. The author remains neutral, providing equal weight to both the praise and criticism of Wright’s work without expressing a clear perspective.
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