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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]English 2 Standards Benchmark 1
Read the selection, and choose the best answer to each question.
Lonnie and Celeste

1	Lonnie got to the train station well before the train was due to arrive, so he had plenty of time to regret his decision. When Celeste had texted him to ask him to meet her, his first instinct had been to say no. He was busy, and besides, what could they possibly have in common anymore? But his mom insisted he couldn’t be rude to such an old friend. “Don’t be so sure it will go badly,” his mom said. “You don’t know what Celeste is like these days. You don’t have to be so negative.” So here he was, waiting. This was going to be incredibly awkward. Plus, all his friends had gone to this awesome film festival downtown, and he had to skip it. He checked the time on the big station clock. His friends were in the midst of watching his favorite classic animated film. It was hardly ever shown in theaters anymore. Instead, he was waiting for someone he hadn’t seen in years. What a waste of time.

2	Celeste and Lonnie had been next-door neighbors since the two had come home from the same hospital as infants. They played together as toddlers, went to the same preschool, and even played in Little League together. Then Celeste moved to California.

3	At first, they kept up their friendship via social media. Over time, though, their interactions grew briefer and less frequent. Finally, they stopped altogether. Life took over, with new friends and activities crowding out the past. Their moms still talked frequently, but Lonnie rarely thought of Celeste anymore.

4	Nevertheless, Lonnie offered to pick Celeste up at the train station. How could he refuse without seeming rude? When he arrived, his anxiety heightened. What did she think they would have to talk about—the cartoons they used to watch together, or how Lonnie had taught her to walk on her hands? He pictured her in the kitchen at his family’s old house, her pigtails swinging upside down as he held her feet until she got her balance. Lonnie shook his head. He realized he didn’t even know what she looked like now—he and Celeste had never exchanged photos.

5	Celeste looked out the window of the train as it rattled toward Portland. She was excited about the trip and her planned tour of her first-choice college, a little nervous about the interview—and surprised to discover how curious she was to see Lonnie again. At first she had hesitated about contacting him. After all, so many years had gone by, and they hadn’t been in touch for ages. Her mom had been encouraging, though. “Life is about connections. Of course you guys aren’t best friends anymore. There’s still a connection there, though—why not meet, acknowledge it?” 

6	Celeste’s thoughts drifted back to their childhood. She had such fond memories of those times, of all the afternoons she and Lonnie had spent together watching cartoons. She thought about the time she taught him to walk on his hands. They’d practiced the whole afternoon in her backyard, falling down on the soft grass—except when Lonnie accidentally fell in the mud! She wondered if he treasured the memories the way she did. Maybe he’d forgotten everything and had only agreed to pick her up to be polite. The train was slowing down as they approached the station; she would find out soon enough. 

7	When the train arrived, passengers began spilling into the station. Lonnie spotted a young woman with a backpack slung easily over her shoulder. Could that be Celeste? He hadn’t expected her to still be wearing pigtails, but the bright purple spiky hair was certainly different. Lonnie raised his hand in a tentative wave, and she smiled back at him. He remembered how she used to laugh at his antics. He’d always been the funny one, he recalled, and she was always his best audience. 

8	Celeste knew Lonnie even before his hand went up. There was the same face she remembered, only a little older. She remembered that face laughing until tears ran down it whenever she cracked a joke. She’d been the one with the sharp sense of humor, while he always appreciated her wit. She wondered if she could still make him laugh that way.

9	Lonnie held out his hand to shake with Celeste, but she set her bag down and gave 
him a hug.

10	“Lonnie!” she cried. “It’s so good to see you.”

11	“You, too,” he said. Maybe it was; Lonnie wasn’t sure yet. He picked up her bag and they started toward his car.

12	“Can you still walk on your hands?” Celeste suddenly asked, teasing him.

13	“Haven’t tried it in years,” Lonnie replied. He found himself smiling. This wasn’t so bad, after all. “Do you still watch cartoons?”

14	“As often as I can,” Celeste said. “I’m studying animation, actually. I’ve gotten really into character design for my own comedic shorts.”

15	Lonnie stopped short. “I got the best animation software package last year! I’ve been working on my rigging. So far,my character sketches stink, but I’m really into the editing,” he said. Then he teased back. “I really should help you out. After all, I always was the funny one.”

16	Celeste laughed, the same laugh he remembered. “You have a funny memory, anyway,” she retorted. “But I bet your sketches look a lot better when you take them out from under that perfectionist’s microscope of yours.” 

17	When they reached the car, Lonnie heaved her bag into the trunk. He had been planning to drop her off as quickly as would be polite, but instead he said, “You know, there’s a cool animation festival in town. If we hurry, we can make the last feature. If you want, we could get lunch afterward.” Celeste grinned, and Lonnie grinned back. Maybe they had more in common than he’d expected.

1.	What inference can you make at the end of the story?  
A. Lonnie is still feeling a little apprehensive about spending time with Celeste.
B. That Celeste is looking forward to helping Lonnie with his comedic shorts.
C. That Lonnie has changed his mind about Celeste’s visit being a waste of time.
D. Celeste was feeling optimistic about her visit but now she is feeling unsure.

2. 	What evidence in the story best supports the inference in number 1?  
A. Lonnie puts Celeste’s bag in the trunk of his car.  
B. Lonnie gets excited when he talks about his love of animation.
C. Celeste laughs with Lonnie after he teases her.
D. Lonnie invites Celeste to join him at the movie theater.

3. 	Which statement best expresses a theme in the story?
A. You should always trust your instincts about people.
B. Giving in to fear and anxiety leads to missed opportunities.
C. Wrong assumptions can conceal meaningful connections.
D. Strong friendships can support you through the years.

4. 	What interaction between characters best supports the theme identified in number 3?
A. Lonnie and Celeste discussing their mutual love of animation
B. Celeste smiling when Lonnie tentatively waves at her
C. Lonnie and Celeste playing together as toddlers
D. Celeste texting Lonnie to ask him to meet her at the train station




5. 	In describing Lonnie’s wait at the train station, the author uses words such as regret, 	awkward, and waste. What do the connotations of these words suggest 	about 			Lonnie?
A. He is feeling sad about no longer having a strong connection with a good friend.
B. He has lots of friends but wants to reconnect with Celeste and is worried it won’t go well.
C. He is worried about missing his favorite classic animated film because of a long wait.
D. He would rather be somewhere else because he doesn’t feel connected to Celeste anymore.

6. 	Read the excerpt below. How does this flashback help the reader understand 				Lonnie and Celeste in the story’s present moment?
“He pictured her in the kitchen at his family’s old house, her pigtails swinging upside down as he held her feet until she got her balance. Lonnie shook his head. He realized he didn’t even know what she looked like now—he and Celeste had never exchanged photos.”
A. It gives clues about how they came to build their lasting trust with one another.
B. It emphasizes how much the two characters have grown apart from then until now.  
C. It describes the hours of fun they had at Lonnie’s house when they were children.
D. It explains why each of the friends no longer knows what the other looks like.


7.	Read the excerpt below. What is the figurative meaning of the underlined sentence?
Celeste laughed, the same laugh he remembered. “You have a funny memory, anyway,” she retorted. “But I bet your sketches look a lot better when you take them out from under that perfectionist’s microscope of yours.”
A. Celeste is teasing Lonnie that his sketches would look a lot better is he would use his equipment properly.
B. Celeste is telling Lonnie that he needs to look at his sketches very carefully, as if he were using a microscope.
C. Celeste is encouraging Lonnie to look at his sketches with a different lens.
D. Celeste is saying that Lonnie is too critical of himself and that his sketches are probably better than he says they are.


8.	How does the author structure the paragraphs in the passage to reveal Lonnie's 		changing attitude toward meeting Celeste?
A. By presenting Lonnie's initial reluctance in the first paragraph, followed by flashbacks to their childhood memories, and concluding with their reunion at the train station.
B. By alternating between Lonnie's thoughts and Celeste's thoughts, creating a contrast between their expectations and perceptions.
C. By starting with Lonnie's anxious anticipation at the train station, then providing background information about their childhood friendship, and ending with their renewed connection and plans for the future.
D. By beginning with Celeste's excitement about the trip, then describing her memories of Lonnie, and concluding with their conversation and plans for the animation festival.




Read the selection, and choose the best answer to each question.
Corsets, Bloomers, and Blue Jeans
 1	The clothing that women wear in any given society tells a great deal about that society’s values. What does it mean that, for about 400 years, women wore corsets to reshape their figures into an unnatural shape? What does it indicate that they eventually shed those corsets and started wearing looser clothing? When bloomers replaced skirts, what changes were occurring in society? And when blue jeans were first invented, and later became popular with both men and women, how did that reflect changing societal values?
  2	The corset had been popular since Shakespeare’s time, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I of England in the 1500s. Worn primarily by aristocratic women, it was one way to signal a woman’s social status. Corsets, with very little variation in shape, continued to be the mark of an upper-class woman until the early 1800s. The corset of this time made a woman’s torso look like a straight-sided, inverted cone.
  3	In the early 1800s, women stopped wearing corsets temporarily. The French Revolution had just ended, and subsequently, people were consciously renouncing the symbols of the aristocracy. The new freedom of movement allowed by looser-fitting clothes seemed to parallel the new ideas of freedom in political life.  
4	Within a few years, though, the corset returned, this time with a different goal—instead of hiding the natural curves of a woman’s body, this new corset accentuated them. The corset squeezed in the waist, making it appear smaller. Throughout the 1800s, this shape, with tight compression of the waist, became increasingly exaggerated. As the corset tightened more and more, it created an hourglass figure, which was regarded as the “ideal” female shape.
  5	By the early 1900s, objections to the corset came from three different sources: physicians, religious leaders, and women’s rights advocates. Physicians objected for two reasons: First, the corset had a negative impact on proper muscle development; second, it prevented vigorous exercise. Religious leaders denounced the way the corset exaggerated the female shape. Women’s rights advocates considered it a symbol of the imprisonment of women. This undergarment finally fell out of favor entirely as clothing became less structured during the 1920s.
  6	Another fashion trend that followed changing societal attitudes was “rational dress” for women. This outfit included a short jacket and billowy trousers that were gathered at the ankle. Called the “Bloomer costume,” or just “bloomers,” this style was named after Amelia Bloomer, an American reformer. Bloomer did not design the clothes, but she began wearing them in public and at engagements where she spoke in favor of women’s rights. Bloomers eventually fell out of fashion, but the avant-garde idea that women could wear pants instead of dresses and skirts had been introduced and would soon be accepted.
[image: A woman poses in front of a bicycle in a black-and-white photograph. She wears a brimmed hat, a pleated blouse, a short coat with baggy sleeves, and extremely baggy pants cinched below the knees. The caption reads: Bloomers allowed women to be more physically active.]
  7	Another highly influential innovation in fashion began with the invention of denim blue jeans. Levi Strauss was a 24-year-old German immigrant who left New York and traveled to San Francisco in 1853 to open a branch of his brother’s dry goods business. Once in San Francisco, Strauss encountered prospectors who struggled to find pants that were strong enough to endure their hard labor in the gold mines. Strauss used rough canvas from tent and wagon covers to make pants for the miners. The pants were functional but uncomfortable. So Strauss began using a softer twilled cotton cloth from Nimes, France, called “serge de Nimes,” which later became known as denim.
  8	Strauss learned about an innovation one of his customers had developed to make denim pants last longer. Jacob Davis was a tailor who started using rivets at the points of strain on the pants. Davis needed a business partner to promote his idea, and Strauss agreed to help. On May 20, 1873, they obtained a U.S. patent on Davis’s idea. The date marks the official invention of blue jeans, which are now practically a uniform for people of any age or gender. This practice suggests how much our modern society values comfort, freedom, and equality.














7.	What central idea is conveyed in this text?
A. Trends in women’s fashion reflect shifting social attitudes and values.
B. Social norms determine what people should wear for both work and play.
C. Jeans are the most important fashion trend because they can be worn by men and women.
D. Women have more freedom today thanks to evolving fashion trends.

8.	What is the effect of organizing ideas chronologically in the passage?
A. It emphasizes the value of certain styles of women’s clothing during different time periods.
B. It develops the idea that attitudes about women’s clothing have evolved over time.
C. It supports the argument that comfort, freedom, and equality are modern values.
D. It helps explain why jeans deserve their popularity.

9.	Read this sentence from paragraph 6.
Bloomers eventually fell out of fashion, but the avant-garde idea that women could wear pants instead of dresses and skirts had been introduced and would soon be accepted.
Based on the context, what is the most likely meaning of the term avant-garde?
A. Out of date
B. Lacking value
C. Highly praised
D. Ahead of its time


10.	Based on details in paragraph 6 and the image in the article, what inference can you make about why the “Bloomer costume” was also called “rational dress” for women?
A. The term was inspired by Amelia Bloomer, a women’s rights advocate who wore the new style of pants frequently.
B. The term referred to the practicality of trousers that made it easier for women to move and take part in activities like riding bikes.
C. The term reflected  societal attitudes of the day that found it sensible for women’s right advocates to wear pants instead of skirts.
D. It The term was used in a sarcastic way because reformers such as Amelia Bloomer were often considered irrational at the time.

11.	Which detail from paragraph 4 provides a contrast that can be used as a context clue to determine the meaning of the word accentuated?
A. “Within a few years, though, the corset returned, this time with a different goal”
B. “instead of hiding the natural curves of a woman’s body”
C. “The corset squeezed in the waist, making it appear smaller.”
D. “which was regarded as the ‘ideal’ female shape”

12. 	What is the meaning of the word accentuated in paragraph 4?
A. emphasized
B. accessorized
C. covered
D. revealed

13. 	Which sentence from the essay provides evidence for why corsets eventually fell 		out of fashion?
A. “Worn primarily by aristocratic women, it was one way to signal a woman’s social status.” (paragraph 2)
B. “The corset of this time made a woman’s torso look like a straight-sided, inverted cone.” (paragraph 2)
C. “Throughout the 1800s, this shape, with tight compression of the waist, became increasingly exaggerated.” (paragraph 4)
D. “Women’s rights advocates considered it a symbol of the imprisonment of women.” (paragraph 5)


13.	How did Amelia Bloomer contribute to the introduction of "rational dress" for 		women, as discussed in paragraph 6 of the passage?
A. By designing and promoting the Bloomer costume as a comfortable and practical alternative to traditional women's clothing.
B. By advocating for women's rights and wearing billowy trousers in public as a statement of liberation.
C. By collaborating with fashion designers to create a new line of clothing that emphasized freedom of movement.
D. By popularizing the use of pants instead of dresses and skirts among women of the avant-garde fashion movement.
14.	How does the passage demonstrate the relationship between historical events, 		societal attitudes, and fashion trends?
A. By illustrating how changes in societal values, such as the decline of aristocratic influence after the French Revolution, influenced fashion choices, leading to the temporary abandonment of corsets.
B. By showcasing how the invention of denim blue jeans by Levi Strauss was directly influenced by the needs of gold miners in the 19th century.
C. By highlighting the role of women's rights advocates, physicians, and religious leaders in challenging the societal norms perpetuated by fashion trends like corsets.
D. By exploring the evolution of fashion from corsets to bloomers to blue jeans, each reflecting broader shifts in attitudes towards comfort, freedom, and equality over time.
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Bloomers allowed women to be more physically active.




