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HS.C.PR.3 Evaluate intended and unintended consequences of public policies locally, nationally and internationally. 

1. What is a potential unintended consequence of implementing strict voter identification laws?
a) Increased voter turnout and participation in elections
b) Voter suppression and disenfranchisement of certain populations
c) Strengthening of democratic institutions and electoral integrity
d) Reduction in political polarization and partisan conflict

2. How might a government policy aimed at reducing income inequality impact economic growth?
a) It could stimulate economic activity and innovation by incentivizing investment and entrepreneurship.
b) It could lead to stagnation and decreased productivity by discouraging wealth accumulation.
c) It could improve social cohesion and stability, leading to sustainable economic development.
d) It could exacerbate income disparities and widen the wealth gap between the rich and the poor.

3. How might a government policy aimed at promoting affordable housing impact urban development?
a) It could lead to gentrification and displacement of low-income residents from their communities.
b) It could create vibrant and inclusive neighborhoods with diverse socio-economic backgrounds.
c) It could exacerbate housing shortages and drive up property values, making housing less affordable.
d) It could result in increased homelessness and social unrest in urban areas.

	Common law, also known as case law, is a body of unwritten laws based on legal precedents established by the courts. Common law draws from institutionalized opinions and interpretations from judicial authorities and public juries. Common laws sometimes prove the inspiration for new legislation to be enacted.



4. How did English Common Law influence the development of the legal system in the American colonies?
a) It promoted the establishment of a theocratic legal system based on religious doctrine.
b) It provided a framework for the protection of individual rights and due process of law.
c) It advocated for the absolute authority of the monarchy over the legislative and judicial branches.
d) It encouraged the use of trial by combat as a method of resolving legal disputes.

5. How did the principle of judicial precedent influence the American legal system?
a) It encouraged judges to base their decisions on religious doctrine rather than legal precedent.
b) It established a system of trial by ordeal as the primary method of resolving legal disputes.
c) It better allows for consistency and stability in the interpretation and application of the law.
d) It allowed the executive branch to override judicial decisions through the use of royal prerogative.

HS.C.CP.1 Explain how the U.S. Constitution embodies the principles of rule of law, popular sovereignty, republicanism, federalism, separation of powers and checks and balances to promote general welfare.
The following excerpt explains how the Constitution sets up components of the United States government.  Use this information to answer Questions 6-8.
	The Tenth Amendment states that powers not delegated to the United States or prohibited to the states are reserved for the states or the people. This amendment also protects the people's power to choose their government and allows for judicial review of laws that infringe on this power. Popular sovereignty is also expressed in Article VII, which required nine states to approve the Constitution before it became law, and Article V, which allows the Constitution to be amended through elected representatives.

The Federalism Clause, also known as the Supremacy Clause, creates two spheres of influence to prevent states from interfering with federal regulations and vice versa. The only exception is when state laws or policies directly oppose the Constitution.

A system of checks and balances separates the three branches of government (executive, legislative, and judicial) and gives each branch certain powers to check the others. For example, Congress can create laws, but the President can veto them. 



6. What does popular sovereignty mean in the context of the U.S. Constitution?
a) The power of the people to elect representatives and participate in government decision-making
b) The authority of state governments to enact laws and regulations within their borders
c) The supremacy of federal laws over state laws in cases of conflict
d) The independence of the judiciary from interference by the executive and legislative branches

7. What does federalism refer to in the context of the U.S. Constitution?
a) The division of powers between the federal government and state governments
b) The separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches
c) The principle that no single branch of government can dominate the others
d) The system of checks and balances to prevent abuses of power

8. How does the U.S. Constitution promote the principle of separation of powers?
a) By granting the President the authority to veto legislation passed by Congress
b) By allowing Congress to impeach and remove federal judges for misconduct
c) By establishing three distinct branches of government with separate powers and responsibilities
d) By requiring the Senate to approve presidential appointments to the federal judiciary

9. Regarding checks and balances, which of the following is an example of how the Legislative Branch has a balance on the Executive Branch?
a) The President can veto legislation passed by Congress, and Congress cannot override the veto.
b) The Supreme Court can declare laws passed by Congress unconstitutional, but Congress can impeach and remove Supreme Court justices.
c) The Supreme Court can impeach and remove the President from office, but the President can remove Justices through executive order.
d) The President appoints federal judges, but the Senate must confirm the appointments.


10. With regard to checks and balances, which example best illustrates how the legislative branch of the U.S. government can check the judicial branch to prevent an abuse of power?
a) The President nominates federal judges, but the Senate must confirm the appointments.
b) Congress can pass legislation, but the President can veto bills.
c) The Supreme Court can declare laws unconstitutional, but Congress can impeach and remove federal judges.
d) The President can negotiate treaties, but the Senate must ratify them with a two-thirds majority vote.
